Diamonds are big
in their lives
By MARY JO PENICK
Ten girls stood out on the Softball
diamond, each enveloped in sweaters
and sweatpants. No, the girls were not
trying out for Miss Alaska, instead they
composed the starting softball team.
Most people believe that winter weather
is not meant for softball, but to the girls
on the team, it was all part of the game.
The girls had minor obstacles to
overcome. For instance, they lost last
year's starting pitcher, Renee Paulson.
Replacements were few and far between.
Because last year's team soared through
the conference championships, this
year's team had to defend their
reputation, thus putting a strain on the
girls. Coach Harold Reddick felt that this
year's girls were good. He did however
say that "there is room for improvement
until we become number one."
The team faced yet another problem.
With the wide distribution of talented
players, the choice of a team captain
proved to be very difficult, but coach
Reddick managed to solve the problem
by rotating captains. He selected a girl
who worked hard and showed a lot of
team spirit. This girl would lead the team
for three or four games, or until the team
lost a game.
Marathon fever hit the softball team
too, in the form of a softball game. The
girls played each other in a softball-a-
thon to raise money for the team. Fans
and local sponsors pledged anywhere
from 100 to $1 per inning. The girls
goal? To play 21 innings of non-stop
softball.
Spirits were raised because of support
from friends and spectators. The girls
worked hard, putting in two hours of
practice each afternoon. Lora Ash and
Kim Weaver led the team in hitting.
^During a break in the Countryside game, Lora
Ash throws it around the infield.
After stepping on the bag Lisa Paulus throws to
first to complete a double play.y
The girls practiced every day they could. Coach
Reddick keeps the girls skills sharp by hitting a few
during practice. ?
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